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Marine Industries Association of South Florida Announces RefitX, New Marine
Industry Conference & Expo to Debut at the 2027 Fort Lauderdale International
Boat Show

Two-Day Business-to-Business Event Will Bring Together Marine Industry Professionals
During FLIBS 2027

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (Oct. 1, 2026) — The Marine Industries Association of South
Florida (MIASF), owner of the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show (FLIBS), is
excited to announce the launch of RefitX, a new two-day conference and exhibition
dedicated exclusively to the yacht refit industry that will debut during FLIBS 2027.

Set to take place in its own dedicated space at the Broward County Convention Center,
RefitX will be held in the Atlantic Ballroom, part of the convention center’s new
expansion.

The event will combine a robust educational program and a dedicated exhibition
featuring shipyards, skilled trades, designers, engineers, technology providers,
manufacturers and other specialized marine professionals together to exchange
knowledge, address shared challenges and explore opportunities shaping the future of
the industry.

As yachts become more technologically advanced and owners look to extend vessel
lifecycles, modernize onboard systems, improve efficiency and sustainability, and
rethink interiors, the refit sector keeps evolving, and successful projects increasingly
require this kind of collaboration from specialists. The conference will take place on
Wednesday, October 27 and Thursday, October 28 during FLIBS 2027, creating a
dedicated forum for the refit sector alongside the world’s largest in-water boat show and
the global marine industry it brings to Fort Lauderdale.
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The launch of RefitX comes at a pivotal moment for the U.S. maritime industrial base,
as federal attention and investment in domestic shipyards, vessel repair infrastructure,
workforce development and maritime manufacturing continue to grow. In fact, the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s Maritime Administration Small Shipyard Grant Program
increased from $8.75 million in fiscal year 2025 to $35 million in fiscal year 2026,
supporting capital improvements, new technology and workforce training across U.S.
shipyards.

“South Florida is one of the world’s leading centers for yacht refit, repair and marine
services, and RefitX comes at a time of renewed investment and attention across the
U.S. maritime industry,” said Phil Purcell, CEO and president of the Marine Industries
Association of South Florida. “As shipyards invest in infrastructure, technology and
workforce development, there is a real opportunity to bring the industry together to
exchange ideas, address shared challenges and help shape what comes next for the
refit sector.”

RefitX programming will address both the day-to-day realities of executing complex refit
projects and the larger trends shaping the sector. Education will be at the core of RefitX,
and attendees can expect keynotes and expert-led discussions, panels addressing
major issues facing the refit industry, real-world project case studies, conversations
around emerging technology and innovation. Topics will span emerging technologies
and materials, project planning and execution, workforce development, yard
modernization, sustainability, supply chain challenges and evolving owner expectations,
with opportunities for specialists from across the industry to share lessons learned and
proven approaches.

“Refit is an important and evolving part of the marine industry, and we are excited about
the opportunity to create a dedicated forum for the professionals working across this
space,” said Andrew Doole, president of U.S. Boat Shows at Informa Markets. “While
the full RefitX will launch in 2027, we’re excited to introduce elements at FLIBS 2026
that will give attendees a preview of the topics, discussions and opportunities they can
expect next year.”

Hosting RefitX concurrently with FLIBS will create a dedicated space for the refit sector
within one of the marine industry’s largest annual gatherings. Attendees can spend two
days immersed in education, exhibits, discussion and networking centered specifically
on yacht refit while connecting with the broader global marine community gathered in
Fort Lauderdale for FLIBS.

FLIBS is the world's largest in-water boat show and tickets are on sale for the 2026
show now. During this year's show, attendees will get a sneak peek at what to expect at
RefitX 2027. Learn more at www.refitx.com
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Additional details about RefitX, including confirmed dates, programming, speakers,
registration, sponsorship and exhibitor opportunities, will be announced in the future.

About the Marine Industries Association of South Florida (MIASF)

The Marine Industries Association of South Florida (MIASF) is the largest marine trade
organization in the Southeast United States dedicated to promoting, protecting, and
growing the 142,000 middle class jobs and driving the economic output to $18.5 billion
regionally. Created in 1961, the not-for-profit trade group is focused on the sound
growth of the marine industry in the South Florida Region to benefit its members and
their customers, communities, and the environment. The Association has over 500
members in Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach counties and is the owner of the
Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show. For more information visit www.miasf.org.

About Informa Markets

Informa Markets creates platforms for industries and specialist markets to trade,
innovate, and grow. It provides marketplace participants around the globe with
opportunities to engage, experience, and do business through face-to-face exhibitions,
targeted digital services, and actionable data solutions. Informa Markets connects
buyers and sellers across more than a dozen global verticals, including Boating,
Pharmaceuticals, Food, Fashion, and Infrastructure. As the world's leading market-
making company, it brings a diverse range of specialist markets to life, unlocking
opportunities and helping them to thrive 365 days of the year. For more information,
please visit www.informamarkets.com.
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